PROCLAMATION
NATIONAL TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK

OCTOBER 18-26, 2013

Whereas, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has determined that the leading cause of death among teenagers is motor vehicle accidents, exceeding the rate of suicides, homicides, and all other causes of death among that population group; and

Whereas, the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and State Farm Insurance Company undertook research on the causes of motor vehicle accidents and, after concluding that many such accidents were preventable, prevailed upon Congress to establish 

National Teen Driver Safety Week in October, the month of the greatest number 

of teenage accidents; and
Whereas, State Farm Insurance Company is offering a promotion called 

"Celebrate My Drive" through which it is offering five $100,000.00 grants and 

forty-five $25,000.00 grants to schools similar in size to ______ High School, 

with a requirement that a minimum of 10% of the grant be used for 

teen driver safety initiatives; and

Whereas, the elected officials of _________________ believe that the residents, businesses and non-profit organizations of _________________ should join with municipalities across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the country 

to observe National Teen Driver Safety Week.

NOW THEREFORE, the Mayor, in concert with the Council of the

_______ of_________, proclaims the week of 

October 18 through 26, 2013

as
 National Teen Driver Safety Week
in the _______ and calls upon all residents, businesses, schools, churches and other organizations to join with _________________ to participate in “Celebrate My Drive,” 

and initiate other activities and programs to promote teen driver safety.









_____ _. ______, Mayor









_______ of _________

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR ______
WHY RESIDENTS AGES 14 AND OLDER SHOULD PARTICIPATE 
IN NATIONAL TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK AND 

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

Following a national survey on the teen driving environment conducted by the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and State Farm Insurance Company in 2007, Congress designated the third week of October as National Teen Driver Safety Week.  The survey's researchers concluded that teenagers do not realize the risks of certain distractions and behaviors while driving and their association with an increased likelihood of motor vehicle accidents.  On September 18, 2013, I issued a Proclamation, in concert with the Council of the _______ of_________, designating the week of October 18 through 26, 2013 as National Teen Driver Safety Week in _________________ joining us with the rest of the nation in addressing this issue.

Why should you care about this issue?  The answer is simple.  Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among teenagers in the United States.  Over one third (35%) of deaths among teenagers are caused by motor vehicle accidents.  Is there anything more tragic than a young person, with so much to live for, dying in a senseless and often preventable motor vehicle accident?  But teenagers are not the only persons injured or killed in accidents involving teen drivers.  Motor vehicle accidents caused by teen drivers do not discriminate among the young or old, pedestrians, drivers or passengers, or city, suburban or rural residents.  By reducing distracted driving and risky behaviors among teen drivers we can help to decrease the number of young lives lost each year. 

How can you support efforts to prevent motor vehicle accidents among teenagers in_________________?  Again, there is a simple answer.  State Farm Insurance Company is offering a promotion called "Celebrate My Drive" in which they are offering five (5) $100,000.00 prizes and forty-five (45) $25,000.00 prizes to schools the size of _______ High School across the country that register for the promotion.  Winning high schools are required to use a minimum of ten percent of the grant ($2,500.00 - $10,000.00) for teen driver safety initiatives at the high school.  

_______High School is registered and anyone who is 14 years of age or older can help _______High School receive one of these grants.  All that you need to do is:

1.  Log onto celebrate my drive.com between 1:01 a.m. on October 18, 2013 and 12:59 a.m. on October 26, 2013.

2.  Locate _______High School among the list of registered schools.

3.  Follow the instructions to “Make a commitment to stay safe on the road.”

The schools with the most commitments win the prizes.  If you are a competitive person like I am, you can log onto the website every day between October 18 and October 26 but only once per day.

Thank you in advance for your efforts to help keep our teenage drivers safe.
